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SUMMARY: DURING VISIT BY KENNEDY STAFFDEL TINKER, SENIOR 
VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS, INCLUDING PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG, 

SAID THAT HANOI WAS PREPARED TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS 
WITH THE U.S. WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS. PREMIER DONG 
ALSO TOLD THE STAFFDEL THAT THE U.S. HAD A LEGITIMATE 
ROLE TO PLAY IN SE ASIA. SRV OFFICIALS SEEMED PREOCCUPIED 
WITH THE PROBLEM OF KAMPUCHEA AND PREPARED TO USE MILITARY 
FORCE TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . KENNEDY STAFFER JERRY TINKER TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
AUGUST 8 THAT DURING A ONE HOUR DISCUSSION WITH SRV 
PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG, THE PREMIER MADE THREE POINTS 
CONCERNING THE UNITED STATES: 

(A) THE U.S. HAS A LEGITIMATE AND IMPORTANT ROLE TO 
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PLAY IN SE ASIA, AND IT MUST PLAY THAT ROLE (UNDEFINED). 

(B) VIETNAM IS PREPARED TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS. 

(C) VIETNAM WILL BE AS HELPFUL AS IT CAN BE ON ALL 
HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS. PARTICULARLY THOSE IN WHICH THE 
DELEGATION HAS AN INTEREST. 
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2. ONLY THE HEAD OF THE NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION IN MFA 
MENTIONED THE U.S. TRADE EMBARGO. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD CONTINUE THE TRADE EMBARGO 
AGAINST VIETNAM WHEN IT EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 14, AN 

ACTION WHICH WOULD BE REGARDED AS VINDICTIVE BY VIETNAM. 

3. VIETNAM ROLLED OUT THE RED CARPET FOR THE DELEGATION, 
PERMITTING THE MEMBERS TO MOVE AROUND AS THEY WISHED. 
DEPUTY FONMIN PHAN HIEN SPENT A GREAT DEAL OF TIME WITH 
THEM. THE VIETNAMESE WERE VERY RECEPTIVE TO ANYTHING 
WHICH THE DELEGATION WISHED TO DO, TINKER TOLD US. 

4. ARCHBISHOP HANNAN WAS IMPRESSED STRONGLY WITH THE 
VIETNAMESE DESIRE TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. HE SAID THAT VIETNAM WANTED NOT ONLY 
NORMALIZATION BUT RECONCILIATION WITH THE U.S. THE 
VIETNAMESE WERE VERY POINTED IN INDICATING TO HIM THAT 
THEY DID NOT WISH TO BECOME OVERLY DEPENDENT ON THE 
SOVIET UNION. AT DINNER, FONMIN NGUYEN DUY TRINH 
WHISPERED IN THE ARCHBISHOP'S EAR, "WE DO NOT WANT TO 
DEPEND ON ONE POWER," WHICH THE ARCHBISHOP INTERPRETED 
TO MEAN EITHER CHINA OR THE SOVIET UNION. 

5. THE DELEGATION FOUND THE VIETNAMESE PREOCCUPIED 
WITH THE PROBLEM OF KAMPUCHEA. THEY SEEMED AT A LOSS 
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FOR A MEANS TO RESOLVE THE BORDER PROBLEM. BOTH TINKER 
AND THE ARCHBISHOP CONCLUDED THAT HANOI WOULD NOT 
RELENT IN ITS EFFORTS TO CHANGE THE POL POT REGIME. 

THE ARCHBISHOP WAS CONVINCED THAT THE VIETNAMESE 
BELIEVE THAT ONLY MILITARY FORCE WILL ENABLE THEM TO 
TOPPLE THE PHNOM PENH REGIME AND THAT HANOI IS PREPARED 
TO UTILIZE SUCH FORCE TO END THE CURRENT KAMPUCHEAN 
ADMINISTRATION. AT THE SAME TIME, HE FELT THAT HANOI 
WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, BUT THE 
VIETNAMESE DO NOT ANTICIPATE SUCH A RESOLUTION OF 
THE CONFLICT. TINKER FOUND THE VIETNAMESE SOMEWHAT 
BEWILDERED AND FRIGHTENED BY THE ATTITUDE OF THE PRC 
AND AT SOMETHING OF A LOSS AS TO HOW TO HANDLE THEIR 
PROBLEM WITH PEKING. 

6. ON AUGUST 9 TINKER AND DCM MADE A COURTESY CALL ON 
ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER WONG. IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH 
WONG, TINKER AGAIN INDICATED THAT PRIME MINISTER 
PHAM VAN DONG HAD MADE CLEAR SRV WILLINGNESS TO 
NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS. WONG NOTED 
THAT DURING HIS VISIT TO VIETNAM SENIOR VIETNAMESE 
OFFICERS EXPRESSED THEIR HOPE FOR EARLY NORMALIZATION 
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WITH THE U.S. WONG NOTED THAT THE VIETNAMESE WERE 
INTERESTED IN U.S. COMPANY INVOLVEMENT IN OFFSHORE OIL 
EXPLORATION. WONG TOLD TINKER AND DCM THAT HE HAS THE 
CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT VIETNAMESE POLICY TOWARDS THE 
USG AND OTHERS, INCLUDING THAILAND, HAS UNDERGONE A 
MAJOR CHANGE. 

7. WE WILL REPORT ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS OF THE 
STAFFDEL BY SEPTEL. ABRAMOWITZ 
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